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 St George’s Anglican Church | Malvern 
 

 

Second Sunday in Lent                       1 March 2015 
 
Sentence If you want to become a disciple of Jesus, deny                   
yourself, take up your cross, and follow him.        Mark 8.34       
        
Collect 
God of all times and places, 
in Jesus Christ, who was lifted up on the cross, 
you opened for us the path to eternal life; 
grant that we, being born again of water and the Spirit, 
may joyfully serve you in newness of life 
and faithfully walk in your holy ways; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
A reading from the book of Genesis 
God initiates a covenant with the Jewish people in the blessing of a son to     
the previously childless Sarah (whose change of name signifies a new                     
relationship with God) and the promise of innumerable descendents. This 
covenant (or testament) governed the whole relationship between God and 
Israel. 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to 
Abram, and said to him, ‘I am God Almighty;  walk before me, and be 
blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you, and 
will make you exceedingly numerous.’  Then Abram fell on his face; 
and God said to him, ‘As for me, this is my covenant with you: You 
shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations.  No longer shall your 
name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham;  for I have made 
you the ancestor of a multitude of nations.  I will make you exceed-
ingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come 
from you.  I will establish my covenant between me and you, and 
your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an ever-
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lasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.  

God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her 
Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I 
will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to 
nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.’             Genesis 
17.1-7,15-16 
 
Reader For  the word of the Lord   
All  Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 22.24-32 at 8am APBA page 242   at 10am TiS 33   
This portion of the psalm is praise of the Lord for his blessings on Israel but 
the psalmist does not praise God BEFORE lamenting the reality that the 
good suffer unjustly. They are mocked by those who take delight in others’                    
misfortune, blaming them and calling their misery (wrongly) proof of 
God’s displeasure. This psalm begins with the cry of abandonment quoted 
by Jesus in Mark’s gospel.   
 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans 
Paul uses the passage from Genesis, which we have just heard, to make his 
central message that we, like Abraham, are saved by faith, not by the law 
(Torah) because when Abraham lived the Torah had not yet been revealed 
to Moses. 

The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to                   
Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the 
righteousness of faith.  If it is the adherents of the law who are to 
be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void.  For the law 
brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.  
For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may 
rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to 
the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of 
Abraham (for he is the father of all of us,  as it is written, ‘I have 
made you the father of many nations’)—in the presence of the God 
in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into ex-
istence the things that do not exist.  Hoping against hope, he be-
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lieved that he would become ‘the father of many nations’, according 
to what was said, ‘So numerous shall your descendants be.’  He did 
not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was 
already  as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or 
when he    considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust 
made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong 
in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God 
was able to do what he had promised.  Therefore his faith  ‘was    
reckoned to him as righteousness.’ Now the words, ‘it was reckoned 
to him’, were written not for his sake alone,  but for ours also. It will 
be reckoned to us who    believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord 
from the dead,  who was handed over to death for our trespasses 
and was raised for our justification.  
           Romans 4.13-25 
 
Reader May your word live in us.        
All  And bear much fruit to your glory. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
All  Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
Cantor Jesus said, ‘Those who want to save their life will lose 

it and those who lose their life for the sake of the gos-
pel, will save it.’ 

All  Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
Reader The Lord be with you 
ALL  And also with you 
Reader A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 
ALL  Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
While in the area of Caesarea Philippi, a Roman town way up in the north, 
near the source of the River Jordan, Peter has confessed his belief that Jesus 
is the  messiah (8.27-30). Now Jesus warns the disciples that the messiah will 
suffer (in the manner of Isaiah’s suffering servant) but Peter rejects this.                      
Jesus’ rebuke  implies that ‘the Satan’ tempts humans to replace God’s         
purposes with our own desires formed without reference to God.  Following 
last week’s gospel on Jesus’ temptations in the wilderness, this passage               
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suggests Jesus’ temptations did not  end when he emerged from the desert.    
Jesus began to teach the disciples that the Son of Man must undergo 
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and 
the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all 
this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  

But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, 
‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine 
things but on human things.’  
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want 
to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me.  For those who want to save their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the               
gospel,  will save it.  For what will it profit them to gain the whole 
world and forfeit their life?  Indeed, what can they give in return for 
their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this 
adulterous and sinful  generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy              
angels.’           Mark 8.31-38 
 
Reader For the Gospel of the Lord   
ALL  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
 
Bible Readings next week            8 March 2015 
Exodus 29.1-17    Psalm 19    1 Corinthians 1.18-25   John 2.13-22 
 
Prayer for the Week  
Remember, O Lord, what you have wrought in us and not what we             
deserve, and, as you have called us to your service, make us worthy of 
our calling; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Pray for the Faithful Departed 
We remember before God:  Katherine Webster, John Eric Hoy,                   
Keith Atkins, Jeffrey William McKie, Joyce Lyster, Joyce Granger,                    
Wilma MacKenzie, Lesley Manning, Marjorie Scott whose                         
anniversaries occur this week.  
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Commemorations of the week 
March 7. Perpetua and her Companions, martyred in 
the arena at Carthage (North Africa) during one of the     
Roman persecutions (d.203).   

 
LENTEN BROCHURE & STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Pick up your copy of the Lenten brochure which has              

information about the Lenten Groups, services during 
Lent, Holy Week and Easter Day  and prayers for you to 

use at home.   
The images of Jesus’ last journey are placed in the Church 

for your 
prayer and reflection and there is a leaflet available which 

you can use to guide you.  
Why not create a quiet place in your garden or your home 

where you can be each day, pray one of the prayers and 
just take some time out to sit with God . If you would like 
further suggestions for prayer speak to the Vicar or other 

clergy who will be very pleased to assist you.  


